Detroit Public Schools Foundation

  Grant Application Process

The Detroit Public Schools Foundation (“Foundation”) is a tax-exempt 501 (c) (3) organization dedicated to supporting Detroit students. The Foundation’s mission is to raise, manage and steward funds and other resources to support value-added programs and activities (“programs”) for the benefit of the Detroit Public Schools (“DPS”) and DPS-chartered schools, and their respective students.  The Foundation awards program grants directly to DPS, DPS schools and DPS-chartered schools, as well as to 501(c) (3) organizations that provide programs supporting DPS, DPS schools and DPS-chartered schools (“Organizations”).  Priority will be given to programs in the following areas, although the Foundation will also consider programs in other areas:
1. Early childhood investment.

2. STEM enhancement (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics).
3. Enhancing fine and performing arts programs.
4. College preparatory investment.
5. Principal development/teacher enhancement.
The Foundation’s grant application process involves two steps, as follows:

1. Each applicant must submit a signed Letter of Inquiry on the applicant’s letterhead, requesting the Foundation’s approval to submit a grant proposal. The Letter of Inquiry must identify the dollar amount of the grant and contain a brief description of the program to be funded by the grant and the persons to be impacted by the program, a program timeline, a program budget summary, and the name and contact information (including email address) of a contact person for the applicant. The Letter of Inquiry must also describe how the applicant learned about the Foundation and the Foundation’s grant application process. If the applicant is an Organization, a copy of the applicant’s 501(c) (3) determination letter from the IRS must be included with the Letter of Inquiry. 
A Letter of Inquiry submitted by a school must be signed by the school’s principal. A Letter of Inquiry submitted by a DPS department, division or office must be signed by the head of the department, division or office. A Letter of Inquiry submitted by an Organization must be signed by the Organization’s chief officer. 
The Foundation will consider a Letter of Inquiry only for a program with a budget of up to $10,000 for each school or DPS department/division/office benefited by the program. From time to time, because of available funding, donor-restricted support or other reasons, the Foundation may invite applicants to apply for a grant in excess of $10,000.

The Foundation has limited grant funds and it seeks Letters of Inquiry for programs that will impact a large number of students or that will otherwise have substantial impact on DPS or one or more schools. The Foundation encourages submission of Letters of Inquiry from or for the benefit of schools that have not previously received or benefitted from Foundation funding. 

A Letter of Inquiry must not exceed 4 pages, and must be received by the Foundation at least 30 days prior to the proposed start date of the program. Letters of Inquiry must be submitted to the Foundation by email to Whitney White at wwhite@detroitpsfoundation.org or mailed to the following address:


Detroit Public Schools Foundation


18th Floor, Fisher Building


3011 W. Grand Boulevard


Detroit, Michigan 48202


Attention: Whitney White
The Foundation reviews Letters of Inquiry on a rolling basis. It will send an email response to every applicant indicating whether or not approval is granted to submit a grant proposal.  
NOTE: AN APPLICANT MUST SECURE ALL REQUISITE DPS AND/OR SCHOOL APPROVALS FOR ITS PROGRAM PRIOR TO SUBMITTING A LETTER OF INQUIRY TO THE FOUNDATION.

2. If the Foundation grants an applicant approval to submit a grant proposal, it will include with its response to the applicant a Grant Proposal Form, which the applicant must complete and submit to the Foundation within 7 days after the date of the Foundation’s response. The information required by the form includes, but is not limited to, (a) a description of the program’s goals/outcomes/outputs and how the program will be evaluated, and (b) a detailed line item budget. Normally, the Foundation will respond by email to a grant proposal within 10 days of receipt, indicating whether or not the Foundation approves the proposal and will award the grant requested. Each recipient of a grant from the Foundation will be required to enter into a grant agreement with the Foundation. 
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